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ATHENS.
AKE a look at

JBhMBBPSSWEPB the Athens of to-

mnmrm It lies here under

Wf iflg: thr rocky Acropolis,
W *4 filled with and

f H| $ f ii r r o u nded by

and busiest city

It has some of
the most elegant homes of the world;
Its marble buildings vie with those of
the best cities of Europe, and its
stores are full of fine goods. The town

grows as fast as blackberry bushes on

top of the r.lue Ridge. About fifty
years ago it had something like 10,000
people, who dwelt in 300 miserable
houses. Today it has almost 200,000
and among them are Greek millionaireswho have made fortunes
in Alexandria. Cairo, Constantinopleandother centers about the Mediterraneansea. It is the aim of the Greek
to come to Athens to die and the rich
bring their savings and live here in luxury.They spend so much that the
finest of everything may be bought In
the stores, and the cost of living Is
about as high as anywhere else In the
world.

*
* *

I climbed the Acropolis yesterday
and took a view of the city. The Acropolisis a hill of rose-colored limestonewhich rises to a height of two or

three hundred feet out of the plain
upon which Athens stands.
It Is right on the edge of the town,

and from the Parthenon, on its top, you
can see the whole city. Your first glance
hows a flat plain of grayish-white buildings,the chief of which is the palace, a

three-story structure of marble, surroundedby trees. Farther over are the parliamentbuilding and museums and schools,
and scattered about the outskirts are
the massive ruins of ancient temples,
such as that of Jupiter Olympus and Theseus,and also the new stadium, which
was erected by an Alexandrian-Greek millionairenamed Averof. It is now being
repaired and repolished, and I am told
that its cost altogether has been about
$800,000.
As I look closer at the buildings belowme I can pick out the details. The
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THEY Are Delighted With
Him After Many Years

of Strenuous Life Under the
Unlamented Abdul Hamid.
Kindly Old Man Who Is AlwaysTrying to Strike the
Right Pose and Who Never
Dares to Interfere With His
Ministers.Nicknamed "Old
Contentment" by HisSubjects.HisGoodheartedness.

Oonwpoadeaoe of Tfce Star.
CONSTANTINOPLE, March 22, Mil.

HAT sort of a man
/ is the present Suln^TrI tan of Turkey,

" j/jjl I The Question was

I asked recently,
| yA / nearly two years
'. y? I after the deposition
i u I of Atodul Hamld
l\ I and the accession
I \ Irf^t of Mehmet V to
\ l\_]t reign tn his stead.
y Wm Hie writer had

keen a neighbor of the new sovereign
dui Ins thla time, had seen him often, and
had heard various accounts of his personality.The answer came from a prominentYoung Turk. He has a delightful
way of speaking English with a slow, caressingmeasure, and his words were peculiarlypleasant as he said:

ii 1

HE ODES \OTHI.\G.
Mrhniet V, mho hnn endeared hlmaelf
to kl« Turkish aubjccta by policy
of masterly Inactivity.

"Our Padishah? Oh! He Is a pood man.
a ve-ry good man. He-does-not-do-anything."And that was the highest and
happiest praise possible.
After the long nightmare of Abdul

Hamid, the Young Turk found his Ideal
poverelgn not in a vigorous statesman.
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Where The Greek.

' evek?_ Modern <jre
ritv Is cut up by streets which cross
each other at right angles, except at the
center, where they go in and out like
the pathways of Rosamond's bower. The
heart of the town is right at Constitution
Square in front of the palace. There
the car lines converge and from there go
off the chief business streets. To the
left of the palace are many beautiful
homes, and to the north of it are the
chief public buildings, including the university,the library, the National Museum
and the Academy of Sciences. The main
part of the town is made up of buildingsof much the same height. They
are painted yellow, rose pink, sky blue
and other gay colors, and their roofs are
of gray or red tiles. There are no skyscrapersand no great church spires, as
in the other cities of Europe. Here and
there the blue dome of a Russian church
may be seen, and occasionally rising out
of a garden a clump of tall cypress trees
of dark green. But little manufacturing
Js done, and I can count the smokestacks
on my Angers.

*
* *

But let us get down and take a ride
through the streets. We can go several
miles on the tramway for a fare of 2
cents. We pass over the ground where
Diogenes went with his lantern hunting
an honest man and through the streets
which Alciblades traversed In his sevenhorsechariot. We can take the steam
tram and go down to the seaport of Piraeus,or we can ride out to the slopes
of Lykabettos or to the Areopogus, the
high rocky cliff upon which St. Paul
stood when he preached his sermon to
the Athenians.
The streets of Athens are wide and

well paved and many are covered
with asphalt. There Is a macadamized
road as good as any in Central Park
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Mebmet V Is very foad of this erae
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but In a pathetic, harmless, necessary old
gentleman, already in his dotage. He is
a good-natured and obedient child.ol
sixty-five. Seized suddenly from half a
lifetime of palace imprisonment, precipitatedinto exalted station as sultan ol
the Ottoman empire. Prince Reshad, al
the end of the sensational counter-revolu
tlon of April, 1900, came blinking before
the world as Mehmet V. Seldom does the
limelight reveal such dignified bewildermentThe old gentleman sat erect and
looked Ha energetic as possible; there is
no doubt that he was immensely happy;
there is no doubt, too, that he was kindly
disposed to all the world and wished only
that others might be happy.

*
* *

Kven against hi* unnatural half-brother,
Abdul Hamld, he harbored ill-will for
hut one thing. "I have never been a

drunken sot, as my brother has given
out," he is said to have remarked: "I
forgive him for all the harm he has done

>*«* oalitmnr " athar /\i>
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rot the present sultan was Intemperate
in any respect during the tedious years
of hta despotic Imprisonment, he certainlyIs a man who lives moderately today.
He does not even smoke. On semi-public
occasions when cigarettes are passed and
the crown prince accepts."drinks" Is the
Turkish word.the sultan habitually refuses.In this respect, as indeed In aliinst every characteristic, he is the antithesisof that Incessant smoker Abdul
lamid.
After thirty-three years, during which

the sovereign of Turkey had scarcely
In en seen even by his subjec ts in the
capital, the change Is wonderful to have
a sultan who moves among his people
without restraint. Since his accession
M ehmet V has appeared constantly lr
public; already he has made excursions tc
ilrousa-of-the-famous-sllk, and Adrtano
pie, first European capital of his fathers
He Is pledged to visit in the spring Salon
ikl, cradle of liberty for Young Turkey
and the present prison-home of Abdu
Hamid. And wherever he goes he hand!
out money to the schools and charities o
every race and creed In his much-mottle<
empire. This makes a good impression
and really fulfills In a degree the watch
words of the July. 11)08, revolution, liberty
equality, fraternity, justice.watchword
which in the manipulations of the nev
government have already become gal
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leading down to the Piraeus, and this is
now being planted with trees.
The main part of the city is compactly

built and the business buildings are four
and five stories. The shops have plate:glass windows, and the best of them are
devoted to dry goods, fancy millinery,
jewelry and other such things. The shoppinghour Is from 5 to 7 every evening,
at which time the streets are thronged
with fashionable women.
I have spent some time in the stores

talking with the merchants and looking
at their establishments. The Greeks
understand how to do business. They are
smart traders, their character being well
expressed by a saying which is current
throughout the orient. It reads: "From the
Greeks of Athens, from the Jews of Salonlkl,and from the Armenians everywhere
pnnd T.nrd deliver us!" It is staid in the
near east that one Greek is equal to two
Jews, and, although the Jews are scatteredthroughout other parts of the
Mediterranean, you will find none in
Athens. The storekeepers have no fixed
prices and you bargain for everything.
You must dicker with your doctor, butcherand baker, and even with your druggist.There are no price marks in the
average store, or. If so, the bargaining is
done all the same.

*
* *

A great many of the people live in flats
and dine at the cafes and restaurants.
Rents are high and houses are taxed
5 per cent on the rental. If one lives in
his own house he has to pay a percentage
on the rent it would probably bring. The
cafes are good. They are full of people
afternoon and evening, and many of
them keep open all night. At those about
the Place de la Constitution you may see
men chatting as late as 3 o'clock in the
morning. There are also dairy lunchrooms,where a breakfast consisting of
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k rrfdmmt. Tke uniform* are scarlet
white.

I and wormwood not only to the Christian
J races of the empire, but also to the nonfTurk through Moslem races.
1 *

r
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Every Friday Mehmet drives freely to
.
some mosque In the city for Selamllk.or

> the formal prayer Often In warm weath>er, having made his devotions at Dolma
' Bagtehe mosque, that of the graceful
| minarets, he goes over to the Asiatic
' shore for an afternoon at a certain
; rococo k'osk. The imperial caique, or

BBk.<* > ' sjwwj
^MB^4A^aaBMaayycWy<K» >

MLTA5I AT TUB
j Mfhmrt V la In front. Ilehlnd blm la
j third person In the foreground la I
f heir to the throne.
i boat. Is a less bewildering sight than the
, pageantry of Abdul Hamld's private
- weekly show under the old regime, hut it
, is by no means disappointing. The ch'ef
s decoration in the new picture is the rich
v green and gold of the zouave costume
1 worn by the captain of the crew. Ho Is
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ecrgF, rolls and butter may be had at lov
ost, and afternoon tearooms near th<
palace and otherwheres. Ab to hotels
Athens has a dozen of fairly good one:
at which tourists can stop, and there an
a score more which are not bad. At thi
best houses the rates are from $3 to $5 i

day on the American plan, or you cai
pay for your rooms and order what yoi
please at fixed prices per meal or pe
dish. Many of the native hotels le
rooms without meals, and there are board
ing houses where one can get accommo
dations from $1.50 to $2 per day.
Athens is a city of politicians. Ever:

modern Greek is a statesman, and th
average man will settle the greatest ques
Hons of the world off-hand. The chie
places for political discussion are abou
the cafes. There are a half dozen new
journals, and each man reads his pape
as he sips his coffee. The papers ar

printed in the same characters that yoi
find in the Greek claseics, the modem
Greek language being much like that o
ancient Greece. Indeed, I find that I caj
get along with a phrase book, I can reai
the papers, and can even discover th
points of some of the Jokes in the com!
periodicals. Just now the chief talk 1
about the New Turkey, and as to wha
place it will hold in this part of th
world. Most of the people here thfnl
that it will be largely Influenced by th<
Greeks who live in Constantinople, Smyr
na and other cities of the Levant. The:
say that a new Greek empire will Eom<
day arise, and that its capital will t>
Constantinople. Today the Greeks ar
the chief bankers, merchants and othe:
business men of the capital of the sultsln
They have monopolized the trade of tha
country, and the Turks cannot do with
out them. They have had to work quletl;
and secretly, but with the new reginr

PYTiPct tn hnlrl a hli^h nlflPA in th

forth a Bilk parasol, opens It with hi
own hands, and holds its glory o
magenta within six feet of the red fezef
The Turkish language is rich and pic
turesque in its profanity, but never hai
been heard in Turkey such swearing a

that between the red fezes and th
magenta parasol! The sultan, poor man
knows no better, else he would do differ
ently; for he is a man of the motive
which Oliver Herford attributes to th
elephant, "with but. one aim.to please."
Conflicting reports have gone out con

corning an imperial trip to European cap
itals this year. The sultan owes a visl
to Czar Ferdinand of Bulgaria and t<
King Peter of Servla, for they called upoi
him last year. They are both convenien
neighbors, geographically; or they migh
be termed inconvenient neighbors, si

critically do the Bulgarian and Serviai
frontiers coincide with the borders of th
Ottoman empire, and so tenaciously d<
th^se kingdoms.unwelcome offspring o

the Ottoman mother.seek further to fat
ten off their dread parent. Macedonia i
their eagerly awaited nourishment, bu
It is more than probable that this titbi
Is reserved for the jaws of bigger ani
mals.
Should Mfihmet V, however, journey t(

Sophia and Belgrade, it Is not at al
likely that his visits will be troubled bj
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bin brother. Prince Vehdeddln, and the
'rlnee Yunuonf lxeddin, his cousin, ant

such figurative speculations as these. H<
will be amused by the scenes which hii
own great capital will probably nevei
afford during his lifetime.streets bril
liantly lighted and well paved, threadec
with hurrying electric cars; broad ave
nues lined with trees and ample side
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IS. sohlieman. e -j
siebnces or AtKENS
7 on the Red sea. He is the financier of
e Palestine and Syria, and his colonies are
i, found as far north as Khartum, where
3 L»ord Kitchener said that the Greeks aidesed him greatly in bringing order out of
e the chaos of the Soudan. Turkey alone
i has four or five million Greeks."
i But let me tell you something of the
J government of this little country. The
r Greeks have a king, but he is merely a
t figurehead, and a foreigner. They do not
- allow him to have anything to say about
- politics, and King George understands

this and keeps out. It was different with
y Otto of Bavaria, who was king before
e George. Otto meddled with public ques-tions and this caused his expulsion. The
f Greeks tell me that they believe in a pertfeet equality among themselves, and they
s could not have this if they had a Greek
r king. Therefore they have chosen a Dane
e for the throne.
a The chief business of Greece is done in
a the parliament. This is different from ourf Congress in that there is only one house,a known as the boule. This has 235i members, one being elected for every8 12,000 inhabitants. The kingdom is dividoed into seventy-one districts, and the consgressmen are elected by districts. Thet elections are usually held upon Sundays,e the ballot boxes being kept in theK chUrcllPS- Tn A tHonc

empire and to openly be the movlni
power In all things financial.

*
* *

Said Count Mercatl, one of the leading
officials of the court here, to me the othe
day:
"The modern Greek Is the stronges

element in the orient. He does more bus!
ness than the representative of any othei
eastern nation. He is predominant ii
Cairo and Alexandria, and In every por

IS the High«
the man who holds the tiller; ponderous
and swarthy and impassive in counte
nance, he seems to have been resuscitat
ed from a Turkish print of the early nine
teentli century. The regulation fez is thi
only spot of color about the white zouav<
linen of the immaculate oarsmen. Thi
sultan steps into the fourteen-oare(
caique, all green and gold and carved
the fourteen right hands of white-gown
ed rowers make a brisk salaam; twi
princes take their seats; the oarsmei
drop Into their places; a pause follows
and then at a signal fourteen oar blades
gold and green and carved, touch lnti
the water and the pretty craft skim
from the quay.
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strokes from shore and the sultan pull
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P ce cathedral, the ballot boxes

" being: arranged in a row along one side
y of it. The boxes are so fixed that only9 one man can pass through to vote at one
n time. The box is a foot square, with a® pipe hole in its top about big enough to

admit the arm of a man. This runs down
into the middle of the box, where it meets1 a partition, which divides the box in half.
On one side of the partition go the
affirmative ballots, and on the other the

9 negative. The ballots are buckshot, and
® the voter, having put his hand down into
» the pipe, drops his bullet for or against

the candidate as he pleases, without the
possibility of any one knowing just how
he votes.- Each voter is given only as
many buckshot as there are candidates,5 and the judge sees that he has only a

r single ball in his hand when he puts it
into the pipe of the box. There are also

t other means of preventing frauds in elections,and each candidate is usually presentto look out for his rights,
f The term of the members of pariliament is four years and they receive
t salaries of about $300 or $400 per session.

t

:st Praise Frc
s walks and fine mansions; cleanliness and
- progress that are realities and not the
- visions of a "reformed" and dangerously
- insecure government. He will look for
e the first time upon a populace of caps
e and bowler hats and unbelieving female
a headgear. His previous experience has
1 been with the impressive sea of fezes,
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} SULTAN IN HIS

The famous fourteen-oared caique In v

) the water. The aultan la the fourt]
1 by hla umbrella.
' a beautiful mass of red, broken only here

and there by the hat of some occidental.
Should he get into an elevator it would
be for the first time in his life. Numerousautomobiles would likewise offer
a new sensation for him, though an autotaxicabservice is already running at
Constantinople and there are a few privatecars in the capital.

*
* *

But whatever are his sensations, he will
do his utmost to be appreciative ana to

conduct himself as an Ottoman sovereign
hould. This strong characteristic of

wishing to do the right thing was humor-usly demonstrated recently when he was
being photographed. The picture was an

impromptu one taken during the tedious
review on the Roumelian prairie of sixty
thousand troops. As soon as the sultan
saw what was going on he drew himself
up to his full height, thrust his right hand
,nto his coat at the breast and stood immovablewith an expression which said:
'I am a good little boy and I want to do
just what you want; especially I must
look dignified, mustn't I?"
The incident occurred only an hour or

two before the great open-air banquet,
at which the sultan presided. The three
hundred guests were chieliy Turkish oficerswho for ten days had been serituslyengaged in mimic warfare. The
oreign military attaches were present

also. The sensation of the banquet came
when the minister of war, Mahmoud
Shevket Pasha, creating a precedent, adtdressed his majesty. He spoke as folilows:
"Sire! Tour visit to the field of the

maneuvers of your imperial army is a
i cause of. Infinite pride, not only on the
' part of the soldiers who have particlrpated, but of all the Ottoman military.

"Venerated Padishah! Before the pres1ent era, not only were maneuvers of an

army numbering 60,000 to 05,000 men in
- the vicinity of the capital forbidden, but
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They are allowed free passes y»n the rai
ways.
Parliament makes all the laws ar

votes all the money to run the goveri
mon f It iu 1-111 t>r1 hv a cha-j bnf n-hn

elected by ballot The new members ai
sworn in by a priest and are sprinkle
with holy water during: the ceremony,
one session not long ago some membe
grew angry and a scuffle ensued, durir
which an ink bottle was thrown into tl
holy water basin, discoloring the flu
provided for the opening ceremony. Upc
another occasion the speaker of the hous
fearing adverse legislation, locked tl
doors and refused to let the opposition ii
whereupon a locksmith was called ar
the speaker shoved out of the way.Iam told that considerable lobbying !
done and that a great deal of money i
spent on elections. The candidates hav
to treat the voters and one of them r«
cently said that his election expense
averaged about $T> per voter, a rate muc
less than that of Adams county, Ohi<
One way of conciliating the public is b
acting as godfather to babies, and it
said that one statesman here has a thoi
sand godchildren. A change of admir
istration means a change of offices. Tlappointmentsare made on the old Jacl

>m the Turl
even the daily exit of troops from their
barracks for exercise was prohibited. I
is for these reasons, the very memory o
whicli is so painful, that the Ottomai
army has not attained the regularity an<
perfection and power that it needs an<
of which it is worthy and capable: where
as under the happy regime of your maj

, ..

STATE BARGE,
rhich Nrhmet V takes his airing;* on

k man from the stern, and is hidden

esty your army has enjoyed every prlv
ilegre.
"Sire! We cannot pretend yet t<

have reached the perfection you de
sire. But we hope under your protec
tion, and with the aid of God, to comi
there soon.

*
# *

"Well beloved Padishah! The Otto
man sovereigns, your glorious ances
tors, in person led their soldiers fron
victory to victory, from conquest t<
conquest, and quickly made the wholi
world know the glory and the prowesi
of the Turks. Your majesty knowi
that the time of our misfortunes, o

! A 1 1
our reverses, nepan wnn me aunuuun

ment of this heroic custom.
"Glorious Padishah! Since the blessec

day of your ascent to the throne, yot
have, by the high and ma^rumimou
favor of your constant contact witl
the imperial troops, by your visits t<
the drill grounds and by your pres
ence at the maneuvers, followed In th<
path of your noble fathers.
"Majesty! This is the greates'

pledge of the future progress of th<
army, and while we have the succoi
of God, the aid of a sovereign so lov
ing as your imperial self, and the sup
port of a nation so generous as th«
Ottoman nation, we are bound to ere
ate an army that will be an importan
element of peace to the corners of th<
world. May God, therefore, add long
years to your head!"
The future of the Turkish armj

would be more secure If the sultar
were able to stand up and talk to his
officers. Instead of being the dumb recipientof fulsome phrases from th<
minister of war.
Little is said in Constantinople aboul

Mehmet V because there is little to say
His sobriquet is "Memnoun Oldoum," a
Turkish expression signifying contentment:and one is reminded that Mehmet'i
ill-starred brother. Sultan Yourad, wai
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In 1911. The Acropolis is Th
sonian theory, "To the victors belong the e

spoils." t
When a new government is elected the e

old clerks have to leave, and this 1:j t
so of school teachers and college profes- t
sors, as well as of the librarians and f
officers of the museums-. <j
Just now one of the questions which is p

agitating the Greeks is the building of a t
railroad to connect the system here with p
the line which runs from Paris to Con- tl
stantinople. Greece has in the neigh- a
borhood of nine hundred miles of rail- a
roads. It has some which go to the j.
northern boundary and which by an ex- <j
tension of less than sixty miles could be a
joined to the great Paris trunk line. I f.
am told It would not cost more than .
$8,000,000 to make the extension, and that t
both the great powers of Europe ar.d the a
sultan have approved of its construction
Tt is delayed, however, for fear of mill-
tary troubles. When it is completed it
will have a great influence upon Greece
It will probably change the through fast c
rc*ite to India, which now goes by Italy p
and Brindisi, to this road to the Piraeus. v
The mails will go that way and the passengertravel as well. The people are '

excited over the possibilities, and the n

money for building the line could proba- v

bly be raised without difficulty. 0

t
t * j

In the operation of this road there Is r
no reason why American locomotives v
should not be used. The country is t
mountainous, and our railroad engines 1
are said to be the best for such regions. v

Americans are popular here, and it might °

pay our locomotive companies to inves- 1

tigate the situation.
Speaking of American machinery. T am 1;

told that the people are beginning to e

us>e it. American sewing machines are *"

j_ popular and our bicycles bring the highestprices. I see some American re- o

,<1 volvers and also arms made by the t
Germans to imitate American arms and JJ

is sold as such. As to agricultural machines, '

-e the farms are small and the most of the s

»d implements are similar to those of the a

Vt days of Herodotus. y
rs Other openings might he found in sup- 11

ig plying Athens w ith water. The city often £
ie suffers from drought, and as it is now it "

id is about the dustiest town of the orient. J
>n The streets are macadamized, and ttie J>
e, roads grind the metal to powder. The 1

ie soil is thin and the dust i9 a white flour °

n, which permeates everything. It covers
id your boots to such an extent that you s

have to have them blacked several times °

Is every day, and this has caused Athens to v

is have more bootblacks than any other a
e town of its size In the world. The water fi

now comes from a reservoir on Mount d
:s Lykabettos. but the supply is not suffi:hcient. and they are now talking of utlliz- s

o. ing the falls of the Styx, which are a a

>y long distance away, the scheme proposing ti
is an expenditure of something like $1,000,- u
l- 000. a

Another enterprise which Is already t!
te under way and largely successful is e
i- the draining of Lake Kopals, the larg-

ts Whom He
styled "Evet Effendim," or "Yes. Sir." F1

t For a knowledge of the present ruler the A
f public Is obliged to fall back on the slm- tl
* pie stories of his goodheartedness. dl
3 For example, his majesty was driving dl
3 to the dedicatory ceremony for a new ol
- mosque when, among the crowd drawn O
- up to do him honor, he noticed some one n<

with a bandaged arm. Stopping the car- ti<
riage, the sultan Inquired about the man. Is
and on learning that he was suffering
from a severe Inflammation Mehmet the m
Uood ordered that his private physician ta
should attend the case. The man was an a<
Armenian. When he thanked the sultan hi
the latter is said to have replied: "If the tii
humblest of my subjects is suffering I th
suffer with him.'* al

It is fortunate for his comfort of mind ei:
that he knows nothing of the thousands te
of innocent and peaceful inhabitants of ol
Maeedoina and Albania who are still di
smarting under the bastinadoings and is
other tortures of last summer's "disarma- Ti
ment."
The apologists of the ex-Sultan Abdul i

>1necdote# <
Wcll-Knov

Freedoms With Freedom.
Benjamin e. walsh, the sociologist, u

said of immigration, In a recent lecturein Reading: 111
"I would not restrict immigration. Tt le

is true that some immigrants, entering
for the first time a free country, abuse L
their freedom. But they soon get over
that. pi
"We are all apt to abuse unwonted ai

o freedom. I know an Englishman who,
- on his arrival In New York, demanded pi
a

a glass of whisky in a palatial bar. h<
"Now In England your whisky Is

measured out to you In a small tin fr
measure, but In our bar the Englishman, ce

~ to his astonishment, had the full bottle
set before him. He was given for the ^

* first time the freedom of the bottle.
; "And, though a rich man. he abused
9 that freedom. He took an enormous
3 drink. Then he rose and handed the
f bartender 15 cents. .

" "Hold on, sir.' the bartender called K
after him. 'You've forgotten your

j change.' at

j
" *1 thought the drink was 15 cents,'

. said the Englishman.
-

" 'Yes, that is so," said the bartender,
j 'but that is the retail price. There's a

reduction when you buy wholesale.' " w

s

A Politician's Trials. ;nl
<<T"*H!E late Bishop Ryan," said a well sa

* known Philadelphia politician,
"often used to bewail the bitterness of

[ party politics. He continually claimed
) that even in party politics calmness and s;<

j tolerance and honesty were best.
"He told me one night that bitterness ut_

seemed almost inseparable from politics.
He instanced Bulwer Lytton's candidacy
for Hertford, when his wife came to the he
town, mounted the platform and dellv!ered a venomous speech against her husband.It was this speech that caused th,
the son of the ill-mated pair to write:

" 'Who came to Hertford in a chaise
And uttered anything but praise .

Against the author of my days?
My mother!' "
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e Hill fif The Cektee^
St lake in r.repoc This lake lies in
lie mountains some distance northastof Athens. It has usually cotiafnodno water except in winter, when
here was a depth of about thirteen
eet. In the summer it was almost
ried up, and it seemed to have a suberraneanoutlet to the sea. About
wenty-six years ago a French com*
any conceived the idea of reclaiming
be land, and it spent about two
nd one-half million dollars on a canal
nd tunnel through one of the inountins.It had gotten the rough work
one when its money ran out,
nd it went into the hands of a reeiver.A Scottish company then took
p the concession, and now, after
wenty-three years, it has about «V,,Ooo
ores of land ready for farms

*
* *

T>uring my stay in Athens T hava
ailed upon the manager of the mm>any.Mr. ,T. It. Steele, and had a talk
nth him about the undertaking. He
ells me that the draining was done by
naking a girdle canal around the ba>in
« ii- ». a « .

\ uere me iaae lay in catch the waters
>f the rivers and to prevent them eneringit. This girdle was twenty miles
one: and it joined a cutting in tha
iiountain of two miles l»v tunnel,
rhich was twenty-five feet high. >ixeenfeet wide and three thousand feet
one. After leavine the tunnel the
rater passes through another lake and
n into a second tunnel and thence on
o the ocean.
Mr. Steele says that the soil of the

ake basin is rich.. It contains the
arth washings of centuries, and will
aise two crops a year. Some of the
and will be irrigated and a great deal
f it has been already leased out to
he peasants in small holdings, rangngin size from ten to a hundred acres,
'lie company has about set en thouandacres under cultivation, and
lso pasture lands in which are largo
roves of cattle. He leils me it Is
s idea to employ the latest of agriulturalinventions, but so far it
as found most of them unfitted to
he soil. This is especially so of our
leavy harvesters and reapers, and as
t is now the most of the w heat and
ther grain is cut with the sickle.
One feature of this reclamation
cheme is the peaty soil of the center
f the lake. This burns easily, and
lithin the past few months the mangementhas had great trouble from
ires started there. These have burnt
own the soil so that the le\el of the
arth has dropped over six feet, doing
erious damage to the canals, cut for
higher level. The peasants find that

he burning peat leaves a coat <>f ashen
pon which they can sow their grain
nd grow rich crops without much culIvation.They are. therefore, lnterstedlr having the burning go on.

FRANK G. CARPENTER.

Rules J
[amid rave him various pood < liara'-ters:
hard worker, in tins respect one of

le wonders of his yre; the cleverest
Iplomat of Europe, a man of simplestlet. a moderate sultan in the ndulgence' his exceptional household privileges,f the private life of Mohmet V there is
otliinp to complain. His public intenons,moreover, are sincere ;.tid altrutic.
When the father of the new minister of
arine referred to his son as lie s ;|n'sservant, the sultan. In humble
?knowledpment, replied: "Both he and I
id all of us are the servants >f the noon."If this spirit could he embodied in
ie policies of the state, the world would
ready see Turkey 011 the road t » s<irityof position, both internally and « \rnally.But unfortunutely as a molder
! public spirit, as a worker and as a
plomat, Mehmet V is a nonentity. Ho
absolutely in the hands of his Younp

nrk advisers.
opTriplit in the t'nited State* grid threat Britain
if Curtis ltro\vn. All nehts strictly reserved.)

Concerning
/n People.

Danger of Extremes.
T*HK late Bishop Whitaker.*" s&M a^ Philadelphia clergyman, "had very
ttle sympathy with ultra-high church
anings.
"A young divine once said to him at a
enten lecture:
" 'Bishop, suppose I should hurn a few
istilles during service, do you think
lything would happen?"
"Bishop Whitaker smiled dryly, and,
issing his hand down his wlilte beard.
? answered:
" "A good deal would happen, my young
iend. Your congregation would be lninsed.your vestrymen would fume, and
s more than likely that you yourself
ould go up in smoke." "

A Full Stop.
k OBERT W. CHAMBERS, ti e novelist,
k was talking to a reporter about the
-tistic temperament.
"I have little patience with the arti.-ilo
niperament,'' Mr. Chambers said. "Its
nonym is selfishness. Mrs. Wordsorthwas right."
Mr. Chambers smiled.
"The poet Wordsworth," he resumed.
ised to compose in bed at night. Xudgghis wife in the small hours, he would
y:
" 'Maria, get up. I've thought of £
>od word.'
"And Mrs. Wordsworth would rise
»epily, light a candle, and write at hep
isband's dictation for ten or fifteen min»
es.
'A couple of hours later "Wordsworth
juld wake her again.
" 'Get up, Maria, I've got a good word,*
would rej>eat.

"But one night Mrs. Wordsworth put '

stop forever to this nocturnal dietam.Her husband, awaking her with
e usual, 'Get up.I've thought of a
>od word," was startled to hear hep
Ply:
' 'Oh. get up youreelf! I've thought
a bad word.' "


